[Evolution of the demography of anesthesia practitioners in French speaking Sub-Saharan Africa].
To assess the course of the demography of anaesthesia providers in French-speaking subsaharian countries. Retrospective survey. Doctors trained in anaesthesia and nurse anaesthetists registered in West African medical societies. Countries, hospitals, anaesthesia manpower, seniority and place of training were analysed. In the 13 French-speaking subsaharian countries including 97.5-M inhabitants, 122 doctors and 868 nurses were registered as anaesthetists in 1998. Mean ratios were one doctor trained in anaesthesia for 799,180 inhabitants and one nurse anaesthetist for 112,327 inhabitants. From 1980 to 1998, these figures increased by a factor 11 for doctors (+1100%) and by a factor two for nurses (+100%). Most doctors were working in the chief town, in both public and private health care institutions. In all French-speaking subsaharian countries, a major shortage of doctors trained in anaesthesia is existing.